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For the ninth year running,  
The Times is publishing a special report 
dedicated to the best law firms in 
England, Scotland and Wales. 

Due to be published in The Times, the 
supplement will contain the complete 
list of the most recommended law 
firms, including the top three firms in 
various legal fields as well as analysis 
and commentary on the results. It 
will be edited by Jonathan Ames, The 
Times' Legal Editor.

The Times is read by 13,000 legal 
professionals: more than any other 
national newspaper.

In order to further publicise your 
inclusion, we are pleased to offer you a 
range of advertising opportunities. As a 
listed law firm, you have access to the 
special rates listed below. 
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In one of the most high-profile cases of 
2024, the disgraced former BBC news 
presenter Huw Edwards turned to the 
specialist London criminal law firm BCL 
to represent him.

Edwards was sentenced to six months’
imprisonment suspended for two years 
at Westminster magistrates’ court for 
receiving sexual images of children. He 
admitted to three charges of making 
indecent photographs in July, accepting 
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and Serious Crime for over 25 years
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Website:    
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The presenter Huw Edwards was given six months’ imprisonment, suspended for 

that he was sent 41 illegal images.
The chief magistrate also ordered 

Edwards to attend a sex-offender 
treatment programme for 40 days and 

complete 25 rehabilitation activity
requirement days. But he acceded

to a defence submission that a
sexual harm prevention order

against Edwards was not
necessary.

Edwards was
charged after being

contacted on social
media. He was sent 

377 images on a chat 
thread on WhatsApp, 41 of 

which were indecent. The court
heard that he asked the person 

sending the material not to send 
underage images and that Edwards did 

Who to call 
when it all 
goes wrong

thetimes.com/
bestlawfirms

Crime firm that 
helped Edwards 
stay out of jail 
Disgraced BBC presenter chose BCL to navigate his child sex image 
charges. His reputation was left in tatters, but he held on to his freedom

7
In association with 

However, a judge at his appeal at 
Southwark crown court in February 
ruled that, while the words spoken by 
Stewart amounted to abuse, they did not 
cause Alwadaei harassment, alarm or 
distress.

In another case, the firm saw off a 
£3 million conspiracy claim brought 
against a solicitor who had worked at a 
law firm that had been closed down by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Its 
owner had subsequently been convicted 
of fraud and sentenced to prison. 
Former clients of the defunct firm 
pursued the blameless solicitor through 
the courts, claiming that she had been 
complicit in her employer’s fraud, and 
alleging breach of contract and 
negligence. BCL obtained a summary 
judgment dismissing the potentially 
career-ending claims.

In a four-month trial scheduled to 
begin in January 2025, the firm is acting 
for the former chief finance officer of 
a UK company in a prosecution by the 
Serious Fraud Office in respect of 
allegations of international bribery and 
corruption linked to the mining sector.

It is also advising a former senior 
lawyer employed by the Post Office 
who appeared as a witness in the 
inquiry into the implementation and 
failings of the Horizon IT system, which 
has been described as one of the 
greatest miscarriages of justice in UK 
history.

In addition, BCL has extensive 
experience advising high-profile public 
inquiries, including assisting a corporate 
“core participant” in relation to the 
Grenfell Tower inquiry.

Commended for crime; financial 
crime & fraud & regulatory

bcl.com

not keep the images nor send them on.
The logo of BCL Solicitors, based 

in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, is “Shelter 
Through the Storm”. It specialises in 
business crime, regulatory enforcement, 
tax investigations and litigation, data, 
privacy and cybersecurity law, as well 
as private client work.

Earlier in the year, the firm acted for 

Bob Stewart, the former army 
officer and at the time the MP for 
Beckenham, in his successful 
appeal against a conviction for a 
racially aggravated public order 
offence.

Steward was convicted last 
year after telling an 
activist, Sayed 
Ahmed Alwadaei, 
that he should 
“go back to 
Bahrain” during a 
row outside the 
Foreign Office’s 
Lancaster 
House in 
December 
2022. 
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The chief magistrate 
acceded to a defence 
submission that a 
sexual harm prevention 
order against Edwards 
was not necessary 

two years, after admitting charges linked to indecent images of children
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES



Best of  is advertorial content compiled by Hurst Media Company Ltd which takes sole 
responsibility for the content, but is published in The Times

All bookings are made subject to our Terms & Conditions of advertising, which are available here: 
hurstmediacompany.co.uk/hurst-media-advertising-terms

CONTACT DETAILS 
Hurst Media Company, 1 Phipp Street, London, EC2A 4PS 
Company number: 08375910 VAT number: 161866882

MEDIA SALES 
Tel: 0203 478 6017 Fax: 0203 478 6018 
sales@hurstmediacompany.co.uk

PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT 
Tel: 0203 770 4024 
production@hurstmediacompany.co.uk
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EIGHTH PAGE
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SIXTH PAGE
Landscape:  132 x 89.7 mm
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CHECKLIST

S T R I P

HEADLINE

120-150 words

i.e. Discount offer, website, phone, or social links

2 images + logo

60-80 words

i.e. Discount offer, website, phone, or social links

1 image + logo

Total word count

Call to action

Images

Total word count

Call to action

Images

STRIP Landscape: 268 x 42.5 mm HEADLINE Landscape: 132 x 42.5 mm

200-250 words 

i.e. Discount offer, website, 
phone, or social links

2 images + logo

Total word 
count

Call to 
action

Images

70-100 words 

i.e. Discount offer, website, 
phone, or social links

1 image + logo

Total word 
count

Call to 
action

Images

200-300 words 

i.e. Discount offer, website, 
phone, or social links

2-3 images + logo

Total word 
count

Call to 
action

Images

120-150 words 

i.e. Discount offer, website, 
phone, or social links

1-2 image + logo

Total word 
count

Call to 
action

Images

LAYOUT BELOW FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. EXACT LAYOUT SUBJECT TO CHANGE. LAYOUT BELOW FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. EXACT LAYOUT SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

SUPPLYING CONTENT

DESIGN PROCESS
•	 Once all material is submitted according to specification,  

Hurst Media will layout your advertorial within the pre-approved 
house style of the publication.

•	 Supplied copy will by subedited by Hurst Media's editorial team. 
Spelling, grammar and punctuation will also be corrected to the 
house style.

•	 Layouts may vary depending on style of images and/or text supplied.

APPROVALS & AMENDMENTS
•	 Hurst Media will provide a PDF for client approval. 

•	 The client will have the option of two rounds of amendments  
before final approval is required. Please ensure any amendments are 
clear and concise.

•	 Approval is required within 48 hours.

•	 Please note that the newspaper must also approve all advertorials and 
they reserve the right to make changes or corrections to ensure copy 
passes their compliance standards.

IMAGE SPECIFICATIONS*

•	 CMYK images in JPEG, TIFF or PSD format. 

•	 All images are high resolution (at least 300dpi). 

•	 Please supply images at their original size and aspect ratio.  
We will crop images to an appropriate size when laying out  
your advertorial.

•	 Please do not supply images with any copy i.e. slogans on top. 

•	 We recommend supplying lifestyle images depicting your target 
audience, service or general message; or product shots.

COPY SPECIFICATIONS
•	 Total word count includes max. 10 words for headline and  

max. 20 words for a call to action.

•	 Hurst Media reserve the right to make changes, including 
grammatical changes and corrections to ensure supplied copy 
meets house style.

FILE TRANSFER WARNING: EMAIL ATTACHMENT LIMIT

Files less than 8mb (total attachment limit) can be emailed to 
production@hurstmediacompany.co.uk. Larger files can be sent to 
production@hurstmediacompany.co.uk via the free file sharing service 
wetransfer.com. Please clarify in your message your company name, 
publication, theme and on sale date as per your booking.

* �Image use subject to editorial discretion and may vary depending quality, size and layout. We cannot 
guarantee the quality of the final print for images supplied outside of these specifications. 

Bespoke advertorials (in which Hurst Media supplies the copy ONLY, and all images/logos are provided by the 
client) will be charged at a further 10%, or a one-off fee of £150, whichever is greater. 
 
Image sourcing conducted by Hurst Media on behalf of the client will be charged at a fee of £25. 


