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For the eighth year running,  
The Times is publishing a special report 
dedicated to the best law firms in 
England, Scotland and Wales. 

Due to be published on 6th November 
in The Times, the supplement will 
contain the complete list of the most 
recommended law firms, including the 
top three firms in various legal fields as 
well as analysis and commentary on 
the results. It will be edited by Jonathan 
Ames, The Times' Legal Editor.

The Times is read by 13,000 legal 
professionals: more than any other 
national newspaper.

In order to further publicise your 
inclusion, we are pleased to offer you a 
range of advertising opportunities. As a 
listed law firm, you have access to the 
special rates listed below. 
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Best Law Firms

In September the transatlantic giant 
Womble Bond Dickinson (WBD) 
announced its merger with Lewis Roca, 
which was founded in the 1950s in 
Phoenix, Arizona. The deal will create a 
top-70 US law firm once it goes live at 
the start of 2025.

The combined firm will employ more
than 1,300 lawyers and is expected to 

Merger highs 
but trouble on 
the Horizon 
WBD has been mired in 
the Post Office scandal, 
but its future looks 
bright after link-up

generate revenue of about £600 million. 
WBD’s US chair, Merrick Benn, will 
become the chief executive.

Benn said: “Both of our firms 
recognise there’s a need to build scale, to 
have a deeper bench, in order to provide 
the type of legal services that our clients 
need, both in terms of skill set and 
geographical reach.”

Closer to home, WBD’s recent 
work has included advising on the 
consent required for a plan to 
redevelop Yorkshire’s 
high-voltage power 
network, which aims to 
supply homes and 
businesses with 
low-carbon energy. 
This £400 million 
upgrade will create new 
infrastructure including 
substations, overhead lines and 
underground cables.

The firm has counselled Agratas, 
Tata Group’s battery business, on plans 
to build a major plant at the 600-acre 
Gravity “smart campus”, near 

Bridgwater, Somerset. The
project is expected to create

4,000 jobs.
The firm provided guidance to

Pangaia, an innovative apparel and 
“materials science” company, on the 
opening of its first UK standalone store. 
It also acted for the property specialist 

Lomond on its purchase of Chase Evans, 
a lettings agency that manages more 
than 3,500 properties across London.

The year has brought downs as well as
ups: WBD has been mired in the Post 
Office Horizon IT scandal. 

The firm’s client, the Post Office, 
wrongly prosecuted thousands of 

An artist’s impression 
of the Gravity “smart 
campus”, where the 
Agratas battery plant
will be based 

WOMBLE BOND 
DICKINSON

Lawyers about 1000
Turnover £446 million
Offices 32

The best 
firms, the 

biggest deals
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DEIGHTON PIERCE 
GLYNN

Lawyers 37
Turnover Not disclosed
Offices 2

innocent sub-postmasters over 
unexplained financial shortfalls that 
were caused by errors within the Fujitsu-
built Horizon accounting system. During 
the well-publicised ongoing inquiry into 
the debacle, several WBD lawyers have 
been criticised. 

It was alleged that the partner Stephen
Dilley, while working at precursor firm 
Bond Pearce, told subpostmaster Lee 
Castleton that the Post Office would 
“ruin” him if he refused to settle 
litigation pre-trial and that he should 
“think of his family”. Dilley denies using 
such language.

WBD also advised the Post Office to 
remove apologies from letters sent to 
subpostmasters and to “maintain a more 
cold, procedural approach” because 
apologies would be “admitting some 
degree of culpability”. Members of the 
firm were shown to have discussed 
withholding vital documents as the 
Horizon victims attempted to bring legal 
action.

In April the inquiry was shown an 
email from WBD that read: “We are 
proposing to try and suppress the 
guidelines for as long as possible … For 
now, we’ll do what we can to avoid 
disclosure of these guidelines and try 
to do so in a way that looks legitimate. 
However, we are ultimately withholding 
a key document.”

In June a spokesman for the firm told
the Law Gazette: “Under the terms of 
the inquiry, we are unable to comment 
further but continue to engage fully in 
that process.”

Commended for charities; commercial 
property; inheritance & succession; 
insolvency & restructuring; landlord & 
tenant; planning

womblebonddickinson.com

The impact of Deighton Pierce Glynn’s 
cases has rippled out beyond its clients, 
affecting policy and practice more 
widely. The specialist civil rights and 
judicial review firm, which has offices 
in London and Bristol, uses the law to 
challenge human rights abuses and other
unlawful conduct by the government 
and those with power.

As a result of some of its cases over 
the past year the national policy on 
routine strip searches in prisons is to be 
reviewed, and investigations concerning 
serious injury by the Independent Office 
for Police Complaints must now comply 
with Article 2 (right to life) of the 
Human Rights Act. Also, after a case for 
a 17-year-old client, the police agreed 
to disseminate a case study in officer 
training that details victims of trafficking 
who were arrested for crimes committed 
while being trafficked.

Deighton Pierce Glynn achieved the 

Human rights crusaders battle injustice 
secretary’s refusal of his application for 
citizenship. The case was transferred to 
SIAC because the home secretary 
wanted to rely on sensitive material. In 
response to the litigation, the Home 
Office withdrew the decision but refused 
to pay the client’s legal costs.

Finding in favour of a homeless 
mother of three who needed the full-
time use of a wheelchair, the Supreme 
Court ruled that lack of resources is not 
an excuse for a local authority’s failure to 
comply with a statutory duty. Judges in 
the country’s highest court ruled that 
funding pressures did not excuse the 
London Borough of Croydon’s failure to 
comply with its duty under housing law 
to provide suitable accommodation to 
a homeless individual.

The council provided the client with 
accommodation that, it accepted, was 
not appropriate. It argued that it did not 
have suitable accommodation available 
because of budget constraints.

In a case heard by the High Court, 
the firm argued that a decision made 
by Suella Braverman (when she was 
home secretary) to drop three key 
recommendations from the independent 
Wendy Williams Windrush Lessons 
Learned Review into the Home Office 
scandal on Windrush was unlawful. The 
firm is acting for Trevor Donald, a 
Windrush victim who was stranded in 
Jamaica for nine years after visiting the 
country to attend his mother’s funeral.

Commended for administrative & 
public law; human rights

dpglaw.co.uk

Legal team on a mission 
to challenge abuses of 
power and make the 
world a better place 

first finding at an inquest, after a self-
inflicted death in detention, of unlawful 
killing. Robert Fenlon died while on 
remand at HMP Woodhill in Milton 
Keynes in 2016. An inquest jury decided 
that failures by two senior prison officers 
amounted to unlawful killing by gross 
negligence manslaughter. It also found 
that the prison’s failure to implement 
previous recommendations made after 
deaths at Woodhill contributed to 
Fenlon’s death. 

In an important win for access to 
justice, the Special Immigration Appeals 
Commission (SIAC) ruled that it has the 
power to award costs against the Home 
Office in judicial review applications. 
DPG’s client challenged the home 

HMP Woodhill in 
Milton Keynes, where 
Robert Fenlon died 

HIGH LEVEL/SHUTTERSTOCK/REX FEATURES

In one of the most high-profile cases of 
2024, the disgraced former BBC news 
presenter Huw Edwards turned to the 
specialist London criminal law firm BCL 
to represent him.

Edwards was sentenced to six months’
imprisonment suspended for two years 
at Westminster magistrates’ court for 
receiving sexual images of children. He 
admitted to three charges of making 
indecent photographs in July, accepting 

BCL

Lawyers 37
Turnover £11.6 million
Offices 1
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Specialists in the fi eld of  Financial
and Serious Crime for over 25 years

barkandcosolicitors barkandco

Website:    

www.barkco.com

The presenter Huw Edwards was given six months’ imprisonment, suspended for 

that he was sent 41 illegal images.
The chief magistrate also ordered 

Edwards to attend a sex-offender 
treatment programme for 40 days and 

complete 25 rehabilitation activity
requirement days. But he acceded

to a defence submission that a
sexual harm prevention order

against Edwards was not
necessary.

Edwards was
charged after being

contacted on social
media. He was sent 

377 images on a chat 
thread on WhatsApp, 41 of 

which were indecent. The court
heard that he asked the person 

sending the material not to send 
underage images and that Edwards did 

Who to call 
when it all 
goes wrong

thetimes.com/
bestlawfirms

Crime firm that 
helped Edwards 
stay out of jail 
Disgraced BBC presenter chose BCL to navigate his child sex image 
charges. His reputation was left in tatters, but he held on to his freedom
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However, a judge at his appeal at 
Southwark crown court in February 
ruled that, while the words spoken by 
Stewart amounted to abuse, they did not 
cause Alwadaei harassment, alarm or 
distress.

In another case, the firm saw off a 
£3 million conspiracy claim brought 
against a solicitor who had worked at a 
law firm that had been closed down by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Its 
owner had subsequently been convicted 
of fraud and sentenced to prison. 
Former clients of the defunct firm 
pursued the blameless solicitor through 
the courts, claiming that she had been 
complicit in her employer’s fraud, and 
alleging breach of contract and 
negligence. BCL obtained a summary 
judgment dismissing the potentially 
career-ending claims.

In a four-month trial scheduled to 
begin in January 2025, the firm is acting 
for the former chief finance officer of 
a UK company in a prosecution by the 
Serious Fraud Office in respect of 
allegations of international bribery and 
corruption linked to the mining sector.

It is also advising a former senior 
lawyer employed by the Post Office 
who appeared as a witness in the 
inquiry into the implementation and 
failings of the Horizon IT system, which 
has been described as one of the 
greatest miscarriages of justice in UK 
history.

In addition, BCL has extensive 
experience advising high-profile public 
inquiries, including assisting a corporate 
“core participant” in relation to the 
Grenfell Tower inquiry.

Commended for crime; financial 
crime & fraud & regulatory

bcl.com

not keep the images nor send them on.
The logo of BCL Solicitors, based 

in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, is “Shelter 
Through the Storm”. It specialises in 
business crime, regulatory enforcement, 
tax investigations and litigation, data, 
privacy and cybersecurity law, as well 
as private client work.

Earlier in the year, the firm acted for 

Bob Stewart, the former army 
officer and at the time the MP for 
Beckenham, in his successful 
appeal against a conviction for a 
racially aggravated public order 
offence.

Steward was convicted last 
year after telling an 
activist, Sayed 
Ahmed Alwadaei, 
that he should 
“go back to 
Bahrain” during a 
row outside the 
Foreign Office’s 
Lancaster 
House in 
December 
2022. 
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The chief magistrate 
acceded to a defence 
submission that a 
sexual harm prevention 
order against Edwards 
was not necessary 

two years, after admitting charges linked to indecent images of children
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