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The Best of Financial & Legal is a full-colour, 
tabloid-sized, double-page spread of 
advertorial content published in The Sunday 
Times.
 
With 89% of readers in the ABC1 social-

economic profile, The Sunday Times boasts 

a wealthy readership. Best of Financial & 
Legal will serve as the essential guide for these 

wealthy professionals, providing the latest 

advice for how they can get the most out of 

their money. 

It showcases a high-quality selection of 

products and services, ranging from property, 

insurance, investment opportunities, financial 

advice, pensions, retirement and banking 

options, as well as legal services surrounding 

conveyancing, commerce, Will writing, 

inheritance tax, trusts and dispute resolution.

Published on a Sunday, the Best of Financial 
& Legal is the perfect shop window for brands 

and organisations to benefit from an engaged  

and affluent ABC1 audience, suggestible to new 

products and services. 

• 3.6 average amount of holidays taken 
by The Times readers in the last 12 
months 

• £4.9 billion spend on holidays by The 
Times readers in the last 12 months

• The Times is read for an average of 76 
minutes on a Saturday

• 64% of Times readers are in the AB 
social-economic profile.

Your savings, just greener

Get smarter with your savings

Do your bit for the future with an Ethical Pension
Saving for retirement is important, and so is staying true to your 
values. If you want to make a positive difference with your money, 
perhaps it’s time to make your pension ethical? By investing 
ethically, you get to build towards your retirement dreams whilst 
making the world a better place for generations to come. 

Visit  wealthify.com/ethical-pension or download their app to find out more about their Ethical Pensions.

Visit shawbrook.co.uk/savings to find out more.

The start of a new year provides a great opportunity to 
reflect on your financial goals. With savings rates the 
highest they’ve been in over a decade, now is the time 
to review your finances and consider how to make your 
money work harder. If you’ve left a lump sum lying in 
your current account or earning a low rate with your 
current savings provider, now could be the right time 
to shop around and switch to maximise your potential 
earnings.

Shawbrook have consistently competitive rates and 
a range of award-winning savings accounts with an easy 
online application so you can set up a savings account 
in minutes. Whether you’re happy to lock your money 
away with a Fixed Rate Bond or want your cash easily 
available through an Easy Access account, they’ve got 
a variety of savings accounts to suit your needs. Make 
2023 the year you get smarter with your savings.

You should be asking yourself: “How much money 
will I need to have the retirement I want, and am I on 
track to achieve it?” No matter how near or far on the 
horizon retirement may seem, it’s never too early to 
consider this question. By planning ahead and making 
the right choices you can help to make your money 
last. Have you reviewed your pensions? How much  
are they worth and where are they invested? 

Have you got a plan? When would you like to stop 
working? Where do you want to live in retirement?

The value of an investment with St. James’s  
Place will be directly linked to the performance  

Take the retirement quiz to understand where you are today and start shaping your tomorrow.  
Visit sjp.co.uk/retirementquiz-1

of the funds selected and may fall as well as rise. You may 
get back less than the amount invested The value of an 
investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to 
the performance of the funds selected and may fall as well 
as rise. You may get back less than the amount invested

But why would they still use clunky old technology? 
The sad truth is that lots of these firms have no 
incentive to change. As long as their customers accept 
high charges – without even seeing innovation in their 
customer experience – they can sit back and enjoy the 
profits.

Nutmeg is different. It was launched in 2012 by 
ex-City workers who were fed up with the traditional 
wealth management business. They created a digital 
wealth manager that uses technology to put customers 
first. Nutmeg’s mission is:

Low cost. Because high fees can reduce your 
investment returns and could slow you down from 
reaching your financial goals.

Transparency. Because you deserve to know exactly 
where your money is invested.

Easy to use. Because faxes are so last century. Today, 
you should be able to manage your investments easily 
in a mobile app.

Open an account with Nutmeg today. Visit nutmeg.com or call 020 3598 1515.

Here’s a surprising fact – many investment com-
panies still use fax machines in their back office

Seven years on, YourMoney.com has awarded Nutmeg 
Best Online Stocks and Shares ISA Provider for the fifth 
year running. They have more than 75,000 customers 
invested in their products, which includes Lifetime ISAs 
and pensions. That makes Nutmeg the largest digital 
wealth manager in the UK (source: Boring Money, Online 
Investing Report, February 2019); robo-adviser assets, 31 
December, 2018 were £3.2bn, where Nutmeg accounted 
for £1.5bn or 47% market share.

If you don’t yet have a Will in place, and would like expert advice, please call specialist Lucy Wood, 
described by independent reviews as “approachable” and ‘knowledgeable” to discuss your needs. 
Email enquiries@bpcollins.co.uk, call 01895 889995 or visit bpcollins.co.uk

Well, no, not automatically. Over 60% of adults in England 
and Wales die each year without having made a valid 
Will*. If you have children and you die without making 
a Will, there are strict intestacy rules, which dictate how 
your assets will be distributed. Currently, this means 
your surviving spouse, would receive a statutory legacy 
of £270,000 plus interest from the estate, your personal 
belongings and half of the remaining estate.

If your estate is worth more than the threshold, your 
children are entitled to receive half of anything over that 
amount. In some circumstances they could attempt to 
force a sale of the main home to release their inheritance, 
which could be hugely stressful.

If the children are under 18 and the estate is worth more 
than the statutory legacy, then the half share of the remaining 
estate would be held on trust for the children until they reach 
adulthood (or marry under that age). This can cause practical 
difficulties, additional costs or leave insufficient funds for the 
surviving spouse.

Following COP26, RCI Bank unveiled a big innovation 
to support environmental sustainability – a savings 
account that can accelerate the UK’s transition to 
 net zero. They launched their new RCI Bank E- 
Volve Saver.

The RCI Bank E-Volve Saver, a 14-day notice 
account, is an innovative response to the climate 
challenge. Through this account, customers will only 
fund green mobility. Depositors can access their 
money after 14 days and earn a competitive rate that 
is more than 2.5-times the average easy access rate*. 
It’s amongst the first savings accounts to meet the UK 
Government’s Green Finance Strategy, and the use of 
funds deposited on the account are fully trackable and 
transparent.

Deposits collected are dedicated to financing the 
Renault-Nissan Alliance’s range of electric vehicles 
(EVs) and the UK-wide charging infrastructure to 
support EVs. This developing ecosystem will also fund 
residential charging points through Mobilize Power 
Solutions and future carbon offset products.

Crunch time for banks
Banks have a role in helping the UK achieve its 

emissions reduction goals through the products they 
offer. With new UK carbon-cutting commitments 
announced at the COP26 summit this past November, 
the consequences of not meeting those commitments 
will be grievous. By providing financing to get more 
EVs on the road and the necessary EV charging 
infrastructure in place, the RCI Bank E-Volve Saver has 
a clear environmental benefit.

As a digital savings bank with a human heart, RCI 
Bank are long used to helping customers prepare for 
a better tomorrow through simple savings products, 
award-winning human approach to customer service, 
and competitive rates. Now, RCI Bank’s aspiration 
is that the RCI Bank E-Volve Saver 14 Day Notice 
Account will steer the evolution towards sustainable 
savings and cleaner transport for everyone. As a 
digital savings bank with a human heart, RCI Bank 
are long used to helping customers prepare for a 
better tomorrow through simple savings products, 
award-winning human approach to customer service, 
and competitive rates. Now, RCI Bank’s aspiration is 

Discover more at rcibank.co.uk/savings/e-volve-savings-notice-account

that the RCI Bank E-Volve Saver 14 Day Notice Account 
will steer the evolution towards sustainable savings and 
cleaner transport for everyone. 

As a digital savings bank with a human heart, RCI 
Bank are long used to helping customers prepare for 
a better tomorrow through simple savings products, 
award-winning human approach to customer service, 
and competitive rates. Now, RCI Bank’s aspiration is 
that the RCI Bank E-Volve Saver 14 Day Notice Account 
will steer the evolution towards sustainable savings and 
cleaner transport for everyone.

Amazon Business and American Express 
Cards serving your business needs

For more information about the cards visit Amazon.co.uk/AmazonBizAmexCard

American Express are offering two Amazon Business 
co-brand credit cards for small businesses. For a 
limited time, the annual fee is being waived for both 
the Amazon Business American Express Card and the 
Amazon Business Prime American Express Card*. This 
saves you £50 and allows you to tap into the ability to 
make the most of your future spending.

In addition to no annual fee in the first year, you 
receive a £50 Amazon Gift Card upon approval of the 
Amazon Business American Express Card. On top 
of that, you get the freedom to choose between 1.5% 
Amazon Rewards or deferred payment for 60 days on 
UK purchases at Amazon Business, amazon.co.uk and 
Whole Foods Market.

Representative example: Purchase Rate is 21.9% 
per annum variable. The Representative APR is 32.6% 
APR variable. From year two there is a £50 annual fee. 
Assumed credit limit is £1,200. 

It’s definitely worth considering taking advantage of 
paying no annual fee in the first year and taking advantage 
of the card benefits.Representative example: Purchase 
Rate is 21.9% per annum variable. The Representative 
APR is 32.6% APR variable. From year two there is a £50 
annual fee. Assumed credit limit is £1,200. Representative 
example: Purchase Rate is 21.9% per annum variable. The 
Representative APR is 32.6% APR variable. From year two 
there is a £50 annual fee. Assumed credit limit is £1,200.

Representative example: Purchase Rate is 21.9% per 
annum variable. The Representative APR is 32.6% APR 
variable. From year two there is a £50 annual fee. Assumed 
credit limit is £1,200. Representative example: Purchase 
Rate is 21.9% per annum variable. The Representative 
APR is 32.6% APR variable. From year two there is a £50 
annual fee. Assumed credit limit is £1,200. Representative 
example: Purchase Rate is 21.9% per annum variable. The 
Representative APR is 32.6% APR variable. From year two 
there is a £50 annual fee. Assumed credit limit is £1,200. 
Representative example: Purchase Rate is 21.9% per annum 
variable. The Representative APR is 32.6% APR variable. 
From year two there is a £50 annual fee. Assumed credit 
limit is £1,200. 

Free cash flow forecast – face 
your future with confidence

Visit theprivateoffice.com, text TPO to 60002 or call 0333 323 9065.

The Private Office’s retirement specialists can map 
out when you could be financially free to enjoy the 
rest of your life. If you have pensions, investments 
and savings totalling £100,000 or more, you could 
receive a free cash flow forecast valued at £500. The 
team will listen and provide unbiased, personal, 
tailored advice, with fixed, transparent costs. 

Plan your future with chartered, independent 
advice from The Private Office. The Private Office’s 
retirement specialists can map out when you could 
be financially free to enjoy the rest of your life. 

If you have pensions, investments and savings 
totalling £100,000 or more, you could receive a 
free cash flow forecast valued at £500. The team 
will listen and provide unbiased, personal, tailored 
advice, with fixed, transparent costs.  Plan your 
future with chartered, independent advice from The 
Private Office.

Finding a mortgage that fits you
When it comes to finding the right mortgage, not one size fits all. Different 
lenders have different criteria, with many using automated credit scoring 
to make decisions, which means that if your circumstances are outside the 
norm, not all lenders can help. At Mansfield Building Society, mortgage 
decisions are made by a team of expert underwriters. They can offer a 
flexible approach for a range of circumstances, including borrowers with 
historic credit blips or different types of income.

If you think their approach could help, visit mansfieldbs.co.uk/mortgages or call 01623 676345. Lines are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Retirement needn’t be a financial leap of faith

Myth busting – your spouse or civil partner is  
entitled to everything after you die, aren’t they?

There are also a range of situations where they could help provide a 
mortgage that fits your needs. These include:

Customers approaching or in retirement, with a maximum age of 85 
at the end of the mortgage term.

Best of Financial is an independent spread of advertorial from Hurst Media Company. While every care is taken in ensuring that the content is in compliance with the Advertising Standards Authority and The UK Code of Non-Broadcast Advertising and Direct & Promotional Marketing 
(CAP Codes), the publishers assume no responsibility in the effect rising therefrom, and readers are advised to seek professional advice before acting on any information.

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

To advertise with Best of Financial, please call Hurst Media Company on 0203 478 6017

Average readership  
of The Sunday Times

1.5m

agree they tend to go for 
premium brands

39%

are likely to take action after 
seeing adverts in this section

34%

believe it is worth paying 
extra for quality products

70%
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Competition upgrade

£13,800

£10,350
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• 588,494 printed copies of The 
Sunday Times are circulated

• 1,504,000 average print 
readership of The Sunday Times

• Distributed UK wide
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Tory Brexiteers have delivered
peace terms to Theresa May, out-
lining the price she must pay to
secure their support for her Brexit
deal in the crunch Commons
showdown within days.

The European Research Group
(ERG) of hardliners, led by Jacob
Rees-Mogg, have drawn up “three
tests” the government must meet if
the prime minister hopes to win
the vote due as early as this week.

In a significant intervention,
eight ERG lawyers, chaired by vet-
eran Eurosceptic Sir Bill Cash, have
drawn up a document spelling out
their demands, the clearest sign
yet that they are prepared to fall
into line.

Geoffrey Cox, the attorney-gen-
eral, is seeking a new deal that
would make clear that the North-
ern Ireland backstop, which locks
the UK into a customs union with
the EU, is only temporary.

In private talks with Cox the
Brexiteers demanded a legally
binding “mechanism” to escape
the backstop, with a clear “exit
route” and an unambiguous
rewrite of the “language” in the
government’s legal advice.

Crucially, the ERG’s new red
lines are not prescriptive about
how this is to be achieved and give
Cox considerable leeway to thrash
out a deal. By outlining the price of
their support, they hope to give
him greater ammunition to win
concessions from the EU.

The plan has been drawn up in
conjunction with Nigel Dodds, the
Westminster leader of the Demo-

Tim Shipman Political Editor

“not aware” it had any intelli-
gence links, something it
denies. He said the dinner
brought together “members
of the Establishment who are
not persuaded that Russia is
the enemy. But the idea that
we are a den of Russian collab-
orators is crazy.”

Wynne-Parker said that
Mackenzie-Beevor had given a
speech at the February 21
dinner saying his father, a
bishop, “would be rejoicing
that his son would be in such a
discussion” to defend tradi-
tional norms now under
attack in the West.

A former chairman of the
Cavalry & Guards Club,
Mackenzie-Beevor said he
spoke at the dinner to wel-
come people because Wynne-
Parker had asked him to do so
but had no other involvement
with IOPS and no knowledge
of its alleged intelligence role.

He had worked on Russia
but not recently, he said, and
there was no connection
between this and his post in
the Royal Household.

Andrew Foxall, director of
the Russia Studies Centre at
the Henry Jackson Society
think tank, said: “This is one
of the clearest cases I have
seen of a Russian influence
operation reaching the high-
est levels of British society.” 

FOR RUSSIA
WITH LOVE
FULL REPORT, PAGE 3

cratic Unionist Party (DUP). If May
can secure the backing of the DUP
and ERG, the deal will go through.

The document, seen by The
Sunday Times, demands:
lA “clearly worded, legally bind-
ing, treaty-level clause which
unambiguously overrides” the text
of the withdrawal agreement
l  Language that “must go beyond
simply re-emphasising/re-inter-
preting the temporary nature of
the backstop” and a change to
Cox’s legal advice that it would
“endure indefinitely”
lA “clear and unconditional
route out of the backstop if trade

CLIMBDOWN
IS COMPROMISE 
IN THE AIR?

A leading courtier to the
Queen, a cousin of Prince
Charles and other members of
the aristocracy dined in the
heart of London’s clubland to
celebrate the UK launch of an
organisation accused of close
links to Russian intelligence.

Colonel Christopher
Mackenzie-Beevor CBE, the
most senior permanent offi-
cer of the Queen’s ceremonial
bodyguard, spoke at a Cavalry
& Guards Club dinner last
month to inaugurate a British
branch of the Imperial Ortho-
dox Palestine Society (IOPS).

Others attending included
the Marquess of Bristol; Prin-
cess Katarina of Yugoslavia,
who is a cousin of Prince
Charles; William Bortrick,
owner of Burke’s Peerage; and
Alexander Yakovenko, the
Russian ambassador, 

The international head of
the supposedly scholarly
society, Sergei Stepashin, is a
former Russian spy chief.
Numerous other ex-KGB and
FSB directors have held senior
roles. A leaked US State
Department cable said in
2008 that IOPS is “not inde-
pendent of the [Russian] gov-
ernment”.

Last summer, the Greek
government expelled two
Russian diplomats accused
of attempting to “bribe state
officials” and “interfere in
[Greece’s] internal affairs” in
order to “impose the pres-
ence” of IOPS in the country.
The Russian foreign ministry
denied the charges.

IOPS’s British chairman,
Michael Wynne-Parker, said it
was a “religious and cultural”
organisation for preserving
Christian values and he wasA woman who tried to resuscitate Jodie Chesney has told of her horror at 

realising only later that the blade used to kill the 17-year-old in a London

park was still in her body Report and investigation, pages 8-9
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JODIE, 17, ANOTHER KNIFE VICTIM

Revealed: three tests for PM as key vote looms
talks fail”, which could mean “a
time limit or a unilateral exit mech-
anism”.

In an interview with The Sunday
Times, Michael Tomlinson, one of
the eight members of Cash’s com-
mittee, said the group needs to see
“black and white” text in “good
time” before a vote so they can
deliver their verdict. 

But, in a boost for May, he made
clear that the group does not want
to dictate the exact mechanism. He
said: “There is a spectrum and a
range of options that the attorney-
general has. I’m not going to say
protocol good, codicil bad, letter
very bad, because that would be
prejudging it.” 

Crucially, Tomlinson said that if
the gang of eight approves Cox’s
reworked deal, it will deliver the
vast majority of Eurosceptics,
including the two leaders of the
ERG, Rees-Mogg and Steve Baker.
“I think both Jacob and Steve
would be equally persuaded if Bill
says it works,” he said.

Michel Barnier, the chief EU
negotiator, claimed on Friday that
no progress had been made in the
talks with Cox. But in an interview
with German newspaper Die Welt
this weekend he said the EU was
“ready to give more guarantees,
confirmation, clarification that
[the] backstop is only temporary”.

This is expected to take the form
of a “mutually agreed reservation
to the withdrawal agreement”,
deposited at the United Nations in
New York to give it the status of an
international treaty. 

The second plan would be to

SUPER SNACKS
WITH
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EXCLUSIVE
Andrew Gilligan 
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non-disclosure agreements gag-
ging former party staff from speak-
ing out would be bypassed so that
he can conduct his inquiry.

Falconer said he does not
believe Corbyn is “personally anti-
semitic” but warned that British
Jews feel they are “not safe” with
Labour and its leader. “We have
totally lost the confidence of the
Jewish community and we have to
get it back,” he said.

His intervention came as he was
dragged into a civil war between
Tom Watson, the deputy leader,
and Jennie Formby, Labour’s gen-

eral secretary. Formby accused
Watson of “completely unaccepta-
ble” behaviour after he pledged
to monitor complaints about
anti-semitism by Corbyn’s allies.
She also accused him of breaching
data protection laws.

Falconer said he hoped to work
with Formby to speed up disciplin-
ary hearings, but sided with Wat-
son. He said: “Something has been
profoundly lacking, over a very
long period of time. There’s noth-
ing wrong with the deputy leader
or any other MP asking for

The Labour peer drafted in to deal
with the anti-semitism crisis in the
party has admitted that “stone
cold” cases of hatred have been
brushed under the carpet and
vowed to reopen them so the cul-
prits can be kicked out.

Lord Falconer warned Jeremy
Corbyn that he has no prospect of
becoming prime minister unless
he stamps out the conspiratorial
world view that fuels Jewish hatred
on the far left. He also said that

Tim Shipman and
Gabriel Pogrund

Falconer reopens Labour hate cases 
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HEADLINE

120-150 words

i.e. Discount offer, website, phone, or social links

2 images + logo

60-80 words

i.e. Discount offer, website, phone, or social links

1 image + logo

Total word count
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Images
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1 image + logo

Total word 
count

Call to 
action

Images
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SUPPLYING CONTENT

DESIGN PROCESS
• Once all material is submitted according to specification,  

Hurst Media will layout your advertorial within the pre-approved 
house style of the publication.

• Supplied copy will by subedited by Hurst Media's editorial team. 
Spelling, grammar and punctuation will also be corrected to the 
house style.

• Layouts may vary depending on style of images and/or text supplied.

APPROVALS & AMENDMENTS
• Hurst Media will provide a PDF for client approval. 

• The client will have the option of two rounds of amendments  
before final approval is required.

• Please ensure any amendments are clear and concise.

• Approval is required within 48 hours.

• Please note that the newspaper must also approve all advertorials and 
they reserve the right to make changes or corrections to ensure copy 
passes their compliance standards.

IMAGE SPECIFICATIONS*

• CMYK images in JPEG, TIFF or PSD format. 

• All images are high resolution (at least 300dpi). 

• Please supply images at their original size and aspect ratio.  
We will crop images to an appropriate size when laying out  
your advertorial.

• Please do not supply images with any copy i.e. slogans on top. 

• We recommend supplying lifestyle images depicting your target 
audience, service or general message; or product shots.

COPY SPECIFICATIONS
• Total word count includes max. 10 words for headline and  

max. 20 words for a call to action.

• Hurst Media Company reserve the right to make changes or to make 
grammatical changes and corrections to ensure it meets house style.

FILE TRANSFER
Files less than 8mb (total attachment limit) can be emailed to  
production@hurstmediacompany.co.uk. Larger files can be sent to  
production@hurstmediacompany.co.uk via wetransfer.com. Please  
clarify in your message your company name, publication, theme and  
on sale date as per your booking.

*  Image use subject to editorial discretion and may vary depending quality, size and layout. We cannot 
guarantee the quality of the final print for images supplied outside of these specifications. 

Bespoke advertorials (in which Hurst Media Company supplies the copy ONLY, and all images/logos are 
provided by the client) will be charged at a further 10%, or a one-off fee of £150, whichever is greater.  
† Excludes image(s) cost; image searches £40 per hour; and copy writing £40 per hour.

Best of is advertorial content compiled by Hurst Media Company Ltd which takes sole 
responsibility for the content, but is published in The Sunday Times

All bookings are made subject to our Terms & Conditions of advertising, which are available here: 
hurstmediacompany.co.uk/hurst-media-advertising-terms
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