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For the seventh year running,  
The Times is publishing a special report 
dedicated to the best law firms in 
England, Scotland and Wales. 

Due to be published on 7th November 
in The Times, the supplement will 
contain the complete list of the most 
recommended law firms, including the 
top three firms in various legal fields as 
well as analysis and commentary on 
the results. It will be edited by Jonathan 
Ames, The Times' Legal Editor.

The Times is read by 13,000 legal 
professionals: more than any other 
national newspaper.

In order to further publicise your 
inclusion, we are pleased to offer you a 
range of advertising opportunities. As a 
listed law firm, you have access to the 
special rates listed below. 
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HICKMAN & ROSE

Lawyers 22
Turnover Not disclosed
Offices 1STEWARTS

Lawyers 195
Turnover £85.1 million
Offices 2
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Hickman & Rose regularly acts in public 
inquiries and judicial reviews related to 
abuses of state power, particularly within 
the criminal justice system. This year’s 
work included representing Andrew 
Malkinson in civil claims arising from 
one of the worst miscarriages of justice 
in modern times.

Malkinson spent 17 years in jail for a 
rape he did not commit. He was found 
guilty at a trial in 2003 and sentenced to 
life with a minimum term of seven years. 
He served a further ten years in jail after 
his tariff expired. 

After a 20-year fight, the Court of 
Appeal quashed his conviction. In 
January the Criminal Cases Review 
Commission (CCRC) referred the case to 
the Court of Appeal after new evidence 
pointed to another potential suspect. It 
had rejected his application on two 
previous occasions.

At the time of his conviction there 
was no DNA evidence linking Malkinson

At the 
A lengthy battle for an 
innocent man who 
spent 17 years in prison

Wang Yung-tsai, who, at the time of 
their deaths, were two of the richest men 
in Taiwan. 

Closer to home, the partner Sarah 
Stewart represented the majority of the 
families who lost their loved ones in the 
2015 Shoreham Airshow disaster at the 
inquest. Penelope Schofield, the coroner, 
ruled that the 11 men who died were 
“unlawfully killed when a Hawker 
Hunter T7 aircraft crashed while 
attempting an incorrectly flown looping 
manoeuvre”. The inquest was told that 
there were actions the pilot could have, 
and should have, taken that would have 
avoided this disaster and the coroner 
said that a “series of gross errors” led to 
the deaths. The pilot, Andrew Hill, was 
cleared of manslaughter after a trial at 
the Old Bailey in 2019.

Last year the firm’s personal injury 
team helped 51 clients to recover 
damages of at least £1 million each, with 
an average of more than £4.7 million per 
client. In addition, its clinical negligence 
team helped clients to win more 
than £60 million, with an average of 
£2.2 million per client.

This summer, the firm launched 
Onward, a not-for-profit organisation 
that supports people in hospital with 
life-changing injuries or serious illness. 

In 2010 the firm set up the Stewarts 
Foundation, which has donated £8.7 
million to more than 230 charities. The 
firm achieved carbon-neutral status for 
the financial year 2021/22, having been 
awarded the Planet Mark business 
certification, a symbol of sustainability 
that reports on carbon footprints.

Commended for commercial dispute 
resolution; family; personal injury & 
clinical negligence

stewartslaw.com

of businesses that could recoup tens of 
millions of pounds in losses. 

In one of the most keenly anticipated
judgments from the Privy Council in 
recent years, the firm acted for the 
successful appellant in a long-running 
trusts litigation. The council ruled that a 
transfer of $560 million of assets made 
by the trustees of a Bermuda-based 
family trust to another was void.

The firm was instructed by Winston 
Wong, a Taiwanese entrepreneur, 
academic and philanthropist, concerning 
litigation arising from the death of his 
father, Wang Yung-ching, founder of the 
Formosa Plastics Group. The case 
centred around trusts set up by
Wang and his younger brother,

In common with other litigation 
specialist law firms, Stewarts has 
attracted work stemming from the 
impact that the government’s Covid-19 
lockdowns had on businesses.

Aaron Le Marquer, head of 
policyholder disputes, acted successfully 
for the owners of the event venue
ExCeL London, which won a ruling 
against insurers over pandemic-related 
losses. 

The High Court ruled that it could 
claim £16 million under its insurance 
policy. 

The venue was the lead claimant in 
the test case, in which the court ruled in 
favour of policyholders, which Stewarts 
said could affect hundreds of thousands 

Successful test 

of the waters 

for Covid-19

business claim

Litigation specialist says 
that court ruling could 
have far-reaching effects

Even arch-villains didn’t 

escape the pandemic — 

the 2020 Comic Con 

convention at the ExCel 

centre in London 

had to be cancelled
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Court of Appeal criminal division, 
quashed the conviction on the basis that 
it was unsafe because of the new 
DNA evidence. 

He said that Malkinson, “having 
waited for so many years, can leave the 
court a free man with no licence 

to the crime and the prosecution case 
was based solely on identification 
evidence. It is alleged that the CCRC 
was not told that there was DNA 
evidence from someone else found on 
the victim’s clothing. Lord Justice 
Holroyde, the vice-president of the 

conditions”. Greater Manchester police 
have now arrested a new suspect, who 
can be identified only as “Mr B”, after 
fresh DNA analysis. 

Alex Chalk, the justice secretary, has 
announced an inquiry to examine the 
actions of the Crown Prosecution 

e  forefront of fight to right a wrong
Service, Greater Manchester police and 
the CCRC in the case.

The firm also acted for the charities 
Inquest and StopWatch, which 
intervened in the challenge brought by 
the police officer known as W80, who 
fatally shot the gangster Jermaine Baker, 
over the decision of the Independent 
Office for Police Conduct to bring 
misconduct proceedings against him. 

The Supreme Court ruled that 
decisions on whether to discipline police 
officers who use force on members of 
the public are to be made using the civil 
law test, which includes an assessment of 
whether a mistaken belief is objectively 
reasonable.

The firm is also acting for the family 
of Oladeji Adeyemi Omishore, a 41-year-
old man who fell into the River Thames 
and died after being shot three times 
with a stun gun by a Metropolitan Police 
officer. The family is challenging the 
police watchdog’s decision not to hold a 
criminal or misconduct investigation 
into Omishore’s death. 

Hickman & Rose also represents well-
known and wealthy individuals accused 
of sexual offences. Notable clients this 
year include the former France and 
Manchester City defender Benjamin 
Mendy who was, after two trials, 
acquitted of rape and sexual assault.

Commended for administrative & 
public law; crime; financial crime & 
fraud & regulatory

hickmanandrose.co.uk

Andrew Malkinson, who 

was jailed for a rape that 

he did not commit, reads 

a statement after the 

Court of Appeal quashed 

his conviction in July

JORDAN PETTITT/PA

BRABNERS

Lawyers 245
Turnover £46.8 million
Offices 4
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Brabners launched insight days to enable 
candidates from diverse backgrounds to 
explore a career in law at any one of its 
four offices. It has also launched a 
student vacation scheme, paying the real 

Coleen Rooney, above, was 

successfully represented by 

Brabners in the highly 

publicised libel case brought

against her by Rebekah Vardy

Acting on some of the UK’s most high-
profile casework propelled Brabners, 
a firm anchored in the north but 
with national reach, to post its sixth 
consecutive year of growth, with revenue 
up by more than 50 per cent since 2017.

Continuing to grow its stable of 
celebrity clients, Brabners acted for 
the former England cricket captain 
Michael Vaughan, who was cleared by 
the Cricket Discipline Commission of 
using racist language to his former 
Yorkshire team-mate Azeem Rafiq and 
three other Asian players. 

Vaughan, who was represented by the
litigation partner Paul Lunt, was accused 
of directing the phrase “there’s too many 
of you lot, we need to do something 

Celebrity pull power 
brings a high profile

about that” towards the Asian players. 
Vaughan, who was one of seven 
individuals charged by the ECB, has 
always strongly denied using racist or 
discriminatory language.

Brabners was the official legal partner
of the Manchester 2023 Para Swimming 
World Championships, which took place 
at the Manchester Aquatics Centre in 
the summer. 

Its sports law team advises 
international federations, national 
governing bodies, county associations, 
clubs, owners, rights holders, 
intermediaries and athletes.

The firm has previously acted for 
Coleen Rooney, wife of the former 
Manchester United and England 
footballer Wayne, in the now infamous 
“Wagatha Christie” libel case, against 
Rebekah Vardy; the England cricket 
captain Ben Stokes in the settlement of 
his claim for breach of privacy against 
The Sun; and the grime artist Bugzy 
Malone, who was found not guilty of 
grievous bodily harm. 

Other key, but perhaps less glamorous,
client activity over the past 12 months 
involved supporting several 
infrastructure projects in keeping with 
the national focus on levelling up. This 
included Everton Football Club’s new 
53,000-seater stadium, which is under 

construction. The club will move from its
historic home at Goodison Park, where it 
has played since 1892, to the new site at 
Bramley-Moore Dock.

The firm continues to advise 
Lancaster city council on the 
construction of the government-backed 
Eden Project Morecambe. The landmark 
eco-tourism attraction being built at 
Morecambe seafront will include a mix 
of entertainment and educational 
facilities in four shell-like 
superstructures.

New instructions or panel 
appointments include the supermarket 
chain Morrisons and Peabody, one of the 
UK’s oldest not-for-profit housing 
associations.

Established in 1815, the firm has made
a series of investments to extend its 
geographical footprint. This includes 
entering the Yorkshire market with the 
opening of its Leeds office, a 20,000 
sq ft office in Manchester and 
accommodation on the outskirts 
of Preston.

This year Brabners secured B Corp
certification, making it the largest UK 
law firm to do so and the first outside 
London. This followed on from 2020 
when it secured carbon-neutral status.

As part of its work to encourage 
greater diversity in the legal profession, 

It’s no mystery why the 
‘Wagatha Christie’ case 
hogged the spotlight 

Firms that 
the stars turn to
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MACFARLANES

Lawyers 453
Turnover £296.6 million
Offices 2

In association with

7

living wage to applicants. In memory of 
a former partner, the firm set up the 
Maurice Watkins bursary, in conjunction 
with the charity We Love MCR, to help 
disadvantaged young Mancunians to 
begin a career in law.

Commended for commercial dispute 
resolution; entertainment & sport

brabners.com

African bank Investec for £839 million. 
The aim of the all-share merger has 
been to create a London-listed wealth 
management group with about £100 
billion of funds under management. This 
will enable Investec to offer banking 
services to clients of the enlarged 
company and Rathbones to provide 
wealth management products to 
customers of the lender.

Macfarlanes appears to have one eye
firmly on the future: last month it 

Macfarlanes was built around private-
client and corporate work, but litigation 
is now one of its largest practices.

Matt McCahearty, the head of 
litigation, represented the PGA 
European Tour in securing the dismissal 
of appeals by 12 pro golfers against 
sanctions imposed on them for playing 
on the breakaway LIV Golf tour. A panel 
from Sports Resolutions, the global 
dispute service, rejected the players’ 
claims that the £100,000 fines and two 
tournament suspensions were 
unenforceable. Henrik Stenson, who was 
stripped of Europe’s captaincy for this 
year’s Ryder Cup and replaced by Luke 
Donald after joining LIV last summer, 
resigned his DP World Tour 
membership after the LIV rebels were 
hit with retrospective fines of as much as 
£650,000 and two-month suspensions 
for playing on the Saudi-backed circuit 
without official releases.

The firm also advised Rathbones 
Group on its move to buy the UK wealth 
management arm of the Anglo-South 

Swinging into action against rogue golfers
announced that it is set to use a 
generative artificial intelligence tool 
designed for legal work to support staff, 
all of whom will have access to the tool, 
known as HarveyAI. It became the 
second law firm to announce a 
partnership with Harvey, after Allen & 
Overy in February. 

Macfarlanes recently advised Hyve 
Group, a London-listed events business, 
on a recommended £320 million 
takeover bid for it by Providence Equity. 
The take-private deal marked a blow to 
the London Stock Exchange. News of 
the American private equity firm’s move 
in February prompted a leap in Hyve’s 
share price of 16.3 per cent, or 14p, to 
100p. It came amid speculation that the 
City will be hit by a wave of delistings

It also advised one of Britain’s longest-
established private equity firms as it 
raised a £1 billion fund to invest in fast-
growing UK businesses. 

The fund, ECI Partners’s biggest, was
oversubscribed at its final close despite 
the widely reported challenging 
fundraising environment. It attracted 
investors including new investments 
from large North American pension 
plans and European foundations as well 
as capital from Asia. Macfarlanes has 
advised ECI since 2000.

Commended for banking & finance; 
commercial dispute resolution; 
commercial property; company & 
commercial; financial crime & fraud & 
regulatory; inheritance & succession; 
mergers & acquisitions; tax

macfarlanes.com

Practice gained victory 
for PGA in dispute
over breakaway tour 

Henrik Stenson was 

stripped of the captaincy 

of the Europe team for 

this year’s Ryder Cup
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