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Sally Coffey
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FROM THE EDITOR
Discover Britain is an award-winning glossy 
magazine, which brings Britain into the homes of 
our affluent overseas readers (and a growing 
number of UK residents) who want to read about 
the best in British travel, heritage, & culture.

Our readers look to us for travel inspiration, and 
they love to hear about the people doing 
extraordinary things in the world of British tourism, 
be they food and drink producers, ground-breaking 
hotels, or exciting new travel routes.

With exclusive behind-the-scenes access at stately 
homes and major institutions, we tell our nation’s 
history through a contemporary lens, and our 
exclusive interviews give a voice to some of Britain’s 
everyday heroes, continuing our traditions today.

Discover Britain is the perfect travel companion for 
anyone wanting to celebrate and experience the 
best of Britain right now.
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OUR AUDIENCE
Discover Britain has a healthy British readership and a 
strong international subscriber base in North America, 
Australia and beyond. The magazine speaks directly  
to the educated, well-travelled Anglophile with a lust for 
knowledge and distinctly British experiences.
Our audience of passionate travel enthusiasts utilise each 
issue of Discover Britain to plan their perfect itineraries 
for this year and beyond. They are also eager to engage 
with interests such as gardening, gourmet food and culture 
from a British perspective, as they seek out the latest 
British products, produce and memorabilia. 

DISTRIBUTION
•	 Strategically promoted at leading newsstands  
	 including WHSmith High Street and Travel stores in the  
	 UK and Barnes & Noble and Books-A-Million stores  
	 in the US 
•	 Independent newsagents in the UK and overseas 
•	 A regular stream of distribution flows through the  
	 country’s finest hotels, guesthouses, and other  
	 upmarket retail outlets 
•	 Discover Britain has been handpicked to appear on  
	 bespoke media libraries available at 500 prime  
	 locations, including almost every four-star and five-star 
	 hotel in London 
•	 Additional distribution at key events across the UK 
	 throughout the year

BOOKAZINES & 
SUPPLEMENTS

DISCOVER BRITAIN  WEBSITE

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

MAGAZINE

Discover Britain reaches 
readers via all these 

platforms

This image: 
The Blue Drawing 
Room at Powis 
Castle, Powys

STATELY HOMES

Osborne House may be the 
best known of the Isle of Wight’s 

stately homes, but the island was favoured 
by well-connected families long before 

the Victorians made it fashionable, 
says Mark Rowe

        Isle of
 Plenty
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ROYAL WARRANTS

This image:  
The  Kelvingrove 

Art Gallery and 
Museum in 

Glasgow’s  
West End 

By Royal
Appointment

We all know the adage ‘treat customers like royalty’, but 
what if Her Majesty The Queen or the Prince of Wales really 

were your customers? Russell Higham finds out...
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CREATIVE PARTNERSHIPS
We are delighted to work with key partners within the 
travel industry to create high-quality content that 
brings a product or service to life in a way that truly 
resonates with our readership. Please contact us 
directly to discuss bespoke creative solutions.
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BRAND-NEW ‘DISCOVER’ 
TRAVEL SPECIALS
Starting with Northumberland in the Feb/March 2023 
issue, Discover Britain is introducing new regional 
travel specials each issue. These 30–40-page specials 
will provide our readers with comprehensive travel 
guides that will really make them want to visit each 
region, homing in on aspects of specific interest to our 
audience: history, heritage, culture, attractions, while 
giving a true behind-the-scenes feel. 

Each region featured will also have a dedicated 
section on our website, listing the best places to stay, 
eat and drink in the area, as well as provide details on 
the region’s top things to do. 

We are working with tourist boards and destination 
management organisations to increase distribution of 
our travel specials at key visitor attractions and events 
throughout the region and we are also discussing 
contra-marketing deals with carefully selected 
partners to maximise reach. 

Travel specials we are planning over the next year 
include: 

The Southwest 

London 

The Cotswolds 

The Lake 

District 

East Anglia 

The Southeast

Edinburgh,  

Skye & The 

Highlands 
26  discoverbritainmag.com

DISCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND – THE STATELY HOME

Alnwick
Castle
Jeremy Flint meets the Duke of Northumberland for an 
exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the castle that has been 
his family seat for over 700 years ➤
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Serving up the best of   
CASTLE 

COUNTRY
Daniel Stables follows his stomach from countryside 

to coastline to castle on this whistle-stop tour of 
Northumberland

DISCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND – THE TOUR
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DISCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND – TOWNS & CITIES

Berwick-upon-Tweed 
Mark Rowe on why Britain’s most historically contested town is still worthy of your time today

Berwick-upon-Tweed is a 
pub quiz favourite – the 
English town whose 

football team plays in the 
Scottish leagues – and that is 
just one reflection of the riotous 
history that has played out in 
the top right-hand corner of 
Northumberland.

Once part of the Anglo-Saxon 
Kingdom of Northumbria, the 
border town of Berwick enjoys 
the dubious title of being 
the most disputed, coveted 
town in Britain, having 
exchanged hands 
between Scotland and 
England no less than 
13 times. 

In the late Middle 

to be sinking into the water as 
it makes for the southern bank, 
the result of quirky engineering 
designed to counteract a sloping 
riverbed. Settle into a comfy 
Chesterfield sofa at Northern 
Edge Coffee House on Silver 
Street (northernedgecoffee.
co.uk) and enjoy some locally 
roasted coffee with a pastry. 
Afterwards, take a closer look 
at the town. Start your visit 
by climbing up Meg’s Mount, 
a gentle rise at the west end 
of town, and follow the walls 
clockwise around the town. 
The houses along Quay Walls 
are particularly fetching, all 
graceful, yet of various sizes, 
and dominating is a beautifully 

Ages, it was Scotland’s richest 
town, exporting wool from 
monastic centres. English since 
1482, one legacy of the town’s 
turbulence is the magnificent 
Elizabethan walls that encircle 
it, making Berwick the only 
completely walled town in 
Britain and drawing deserved 
comparisons with the historic 
cities of Chester and York. 

The town today is less 

Elizabethan and more a 
Georgian wonderland, with 
elegant Grade II listed buildings 
and narrow, cobbled streets that 
bunch up against the mighty 
River Tweed. 

Arrival by train (if coming 
from the south) is breath-
taking, with the train slowing 
down as it traverses the 
superb 28-arch viaduct of the 
Royal Border Bridge over the 
River Tweed. Those waters 
also squeeze underneath 

two attractive road 
bridges — the Royal 
Tweed Bridge and the 
17th-century Berwick 
Bridge. 

The latter appears 
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Clockwise from left:
The Flying Scotsman 
crosses the Royal 
Border Bridge; Berwick 
is the most northerly 
town in England; stop 
for a pint in a cosy pub

restored customs house.
Bridge Street is a sleepy, 

eclectic lane adorned with 
stucco mouldings and Victorian 
fixtures and fittings. Here, a 
small but captivating ensemble 
of coffee houses, galleries, 
antique and interior design 
shops await discovery.

Bridge Street was just one 
subject of paintings by the artist 
L.S. Lowry. Best known for 
his matchstalk men, cats and 
dogs, Lowry was captivated by 
Berwick and the town forms an 
unexpected part of his oeuvre. 
Wander around town, taking 
in lanes with evocative names 
such as Foul Ford and Easter 
Wynd, following the Lowry 
trail that weaves through town, 
supported by 18 prints of his 
pictures in situ, overlooking 
places that he depicted, such as 
the narrow alley of Sally Port, 
graceful Palace Street, or The 
Stanks, where he painted a 
football match.

For a culture fix, check out 
the Maltings arts centre for the 
performance of the day and 
then walk the coastal stretch 
of the Elizabethan walls. In 
an ideal world, a clear sky will 
enable moonlight to light up the 
water caught in rockpools like 
glow-worms. In the distance, 
you can pick out the Longstone 
Lighthouse of the Farne Islands 
(from where Grace Darling and 
her father launched their brave 

rescue – see page 42). 
The Queen’s Head 

(grhotels.co.uk) is an 
atmospheric pub where you 
dine underneath exposed 
timber beams. Start with 
salmon or beetroot tabbouleh 
then perhaps share 
a platter of local seafood.

Round off your day by 
settling into the Barrels Ale 
House on Bridge Street, a small 
cosy bar serving real ale and 
occasionally hosting music 
nights in its cellar.

When it comes to bedding 
down for the night, check into 
a pre-booked room at the Walls 
B&B (thewallsberwick.com), 
a gorgeously restored period 
townhouse perched on the 
Edwardian Walls quarter of the 
town. Ask for the Tweed room 
with views of the river from its 
Georgian windows.

TAKE 
FIVE
ATTRACTIONS
Elizabethan Walls
One of the best examples of a 
walled town in all of Europe, 
Berwick’s mile-and-a-quarter of 
Elizabethan-era walls still stand 
proud hundreds of years later. 
visitnorthumberland.com

Royal Border Bridge
Spanning the River Tweed, this 
impressive railway bridge, which 
features 28 round arches, was 
opened by Queen Victoria in 1850, 
and provides a backdrop to many 
Berwick views.

The Maltings
Housed in a 19th-century 
building, this arts venue has a 
year-round programme of theatre, 
film, and music, plus there are 
lovely river views from its café.
maltingsberwick.co.uk

Paxton House
Though not strictly in Berwick, this 
beautiful Georgian property in the 
Scottish Borders is just a few miles 
away. Highlights include an array 
of Thomas Chippendale furniture 
and a Regency art gallery.
paxtonhouse.co.uk

The Lowry Trail
Manchester-born artist L.S. Lowry 
regularly holidayed in Berwick and 
so it often featured in his work. 
Follow this trail to see some of the 
sights he sketched or painted.
visitberwick.com/what-to-do/

the-lowry-trail

GETTING THERE
Berwick is 60 miles south of 
Edinburgh and 60 miles north of 
Newcastle and is served by 
London North Eastern Railway 
(LNER) trains, with a journey time 
of 50 minutes from Edinburgh, 
and 3.5-4 hours from London.
lner.co.uk

Clockwise from left:
The Flying Scotsman 

Border Bridge; Berwick 

rescue – see page 42). 
The Queen’s Head 

(grhotels.co.uk

For the best 
places to stay 

and eat in 
Berwick go to

discoverbritain
mag.com
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A Darling Rescue
How a young woman became an international hero for her part in rescuing 

survivors of a shipwreck off the Northumberland coast

Visitors to the ‘Holy Island’ of Lindisfarne often 
wonder about the white pyramid they can 

see just off the island’s northeast tip. This conspicuous 
structure, built between 1801 and 1810, marks Emmanuel 
Head and is one of the earliest examples of a day marker 
– a navigational aid for shipping – in England and is 
evidence of just how treacherous the waters off the coast 
of Northumberland can be.

Life at sea in the 19th-century was not to be undertaken 

lightly and organisations such as Trinity House, a charity 
that had been created in the 16th century 
to ensure the safety of shipping and 
seafarers, which added this pyramid 
structure, were still crucial in terms of 
maritime safety (as they are today).

However, despite all their best efforts, 
sometimes ordinary people had to take 
matters into their own hands. ©
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DISCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND – SECRET STORIES
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During one particularly bad storm in 1838, as the 
steamship SS Forfarshire was making its way from 
Hull, on the northeast coast of England, to Dundee, 
on Scotland’s northeast coast, it got into trouble as it 
passed the Farne Islands, an archipelago just off the 
Northumberland coast.

Despite one of the boilers in the ship having sprung a 
leak earlier in the journey, the captain had decided to 
continue. In calm conditions this may have been OK, but 
as the weather deteriorated, events turned catastrophic 
as both boilers failed, and the ship began being pushed 
in towards the Farne Islands, where it smashed against 
the Big Harcar rock around 4am on the morning of 
7 September 1838, breaking in two.

The ship had been wrecked near Longstone Lighthouse 
and at around 4.30am that morning, the young woman 
who lived in that lighthouse with her parents, Grace 
Darling, aged 22, spotted the wreckage from her 
bedroom window and immediately alerted her father, 
William Darling, the lighthouse keeper. Father and 
daughter looked for signs of life through a telescope, 

Clockwise, from 
top left: A painting 
of Grace by Thomas 
Brooks at the RNLI 
Grace Darling 

Museum; the wreck 
of the Forfarshire; 
Grace’s coble that 
was used in the 
rescue mission➤
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The other
treasures of 
Lindisfarne

Lindisfarne Castle on Northumberland’s 
‘Holy Island’ is home to lots of precious 

Edwardian artefacts and details that 
are worth making the journey for

Though the Lindisfarne Gospels, the 
illuminated manuscript probably created in 

the 8th century in honour of St Cuthbert (now housed in 
the British Museum, London), is the Holy Island’s most 
famous treasure, it’s far from the only one. 

Many visitors who make the journey on foot or by car 
across the causeway to Lindisfarne at low tide come to 
visit the ancient priory, but it is Lindisfarne Castle that 
beckons the eye across the sea.

Originally a 16th-century fort, Lindisfarne Castle 
(nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/north-east/lindisfarne-castle) 
was transformed into a holiday home in the Edwardian 
era for Edward Hudson, the founder of Country Life
magazine, by Sir Edward Lutyens. Gardens were added 
by the foremost gardener of the time, Gertrude Jekyll, and 
today it’s a stunning example of an Arts & Crafts house.

Here, Nick Lewis,
Collections and House
Officer for the National
Trust, which manages 
Lindisfarne Castle, 
picks his 10 top 
treasures that 
can be found in
and around the castle.

Collections and House
Officer for the National
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DISCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND – THE NATIONAL TRUST

1The wind indicator  
Commissioned by Sir Edwin Lutyens for 

the entrance hall, the oil-painted panel by 
Macdonald Gill from 1913 (above) shows a 
highly fictionalised defeat of the Spanish 
Armada off Holy Island. More than just a 
painting though, the panel is a working 
wind direction indicator, connected to the 
weathervane on the roof.

2The bacon settle 
This enormous settle – a seat with a 

high back – has been placed by the 
fireplace in the kitchen to keep the 
draughts away from the hearth. The large 
hooks in the cupboard at the back hint at 
its former life (and name); a space for 
dry-curing meat. 

 3Lutyens’ dresser 

The largest piece of furniture in the 
castle, the dresser (right) was designed for 
this space by Lutyens and has not moved 
since it was installed in 1911. It is filled with 
intricate architectural details and is made 
with limed oak.

4  Dining table 
Another of Lutyens’ designs for the 

castle, but unlike the dresser, we have 
drawings for this piece. The oval dining 
table (far right) was designed specifically 
for the dining room and would have  
played host to owner Edward Hudson’s 
sumptuous dinners (and long speeches!)

5 The Henrietta 
This model ship (left) is that of a real 

Dutch merchantman from the 1840s, which 
would have plied its trade to the tea 
plantations of the East Indies. The model 
was acquired for the room – probably by 
Lutyens –and gives the room its name:  
the Ship Room. 

6  Lutyens’ joinery 
Visitors to Lindisfarne are often taken 

by the joinery here, particularly the doors 
and their fittings. Lutyens used simple 
latches and rotating oak wedges as locks, 
along with a lead pivot lock which 
satisfyingly snaps the door shut.

7.Lutyens’ architecture 
During his restoration of 1903-06 

Lutyens made comprehensive changes to 
the building, while also retaining original 
features. Massive stone pillars in the 
entrance hall grow out of the floor, but 
support no weight above, while his long 
gallery was a brand-new space filling the 
upper floor with light. Look out for pink 
sandstone – a sign of Lutyens’ work. 

8 Brick floors 
One common theme of Lutyens’ houses 

are the floors with bricks arranged in a 
herringbone pattern. The bricks 
themselves are not buildings bricks, and 
likely to be ballast from shipping. We do 
now think that the bricks were already here 
and Lutyens simply re-laid them. 

9 Military survivals 
While Lutyens made changes to the 

building, he retained older features such as 
the three Victorian gun emplacements, a 
Tudor bread oven in the dining room, and 
even 19th-century doors – complete with 
signage like ‘Artillery Store’ and ‘Magazine’.

10The views 
Lindisfarne’s upper battery was 

originally built to give the garrison an early 
view of any trouble on the horizon. Today it 
gives our visitors amazing views over those 
same vistas – across the island and up and 
down the beautiful Northumberland coast 
and countryside.©
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DISCOVER NORTHUMBERLAND – MEET THE LOCALS
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The Sutton Hoo of 
THE NORTH 

Stuart Forster meets the people behind the new visitor 
attraction of Ad Gefrin, which tells the story of one of 

Anglo-Saxon England’s most powerful courts 

The Anglo-Saxon gatherings that took place 14 
centuries ago below Yeavering Bell’s steep slopes 

helped govern one of the era’s most powerful kingdoms, 
yet few physical traces of the Northumbrian royal court 
are evident today. 

In spring 2023 a new visitor attraction in Wooler, four 
miles away, Ad Gefrin, will provide significant insight 
into the site’s historic importance.

The footpath that rises to Yeavering Bell’s 1,158ft 
(361m) summit is accessible by parking in a layby by the 
B6351. A semi-circular wall of honey-coloured stone 
bears a plaque announcing the site as the location of a 

royal township during Anglo-Saxon times. 
It also mentions the 36 days of baptisms by 
Paulinus of York in the nearby River Glen 
during AD627. The efforts of Paulinus to 
introduce Christianity are mentioned in 
Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People, written a little over a century later. 
Manuscripts such as the Codex Amiatinus and 
the Lindisfarne Gospels were also penned in 
Northumbrian monasteries. 

Left: Visitors to 
Ad Gefrin will 
be able to see
re-enactments of 
Anglo-Saxon life
Above:  A silver 
wrist clasp, on loan 
from the British 
Museum, will be 
on display
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