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TOTAL  
COMBINED 

REACH OF OVER

145,000

FROM THE EDITOR
Exclusive photography of the world’s most beautiful boats and 
intelligent, in-depth content is at the very heart of Classic Boat. Each 
issue showcases the best-designed traditional boats afloat, examining 
their design, provenance and heritage and championing their classic 
good looks and craftmanship.

For more than 35 years, readers have turned to Classic Boat for 
credible advice, reviews and information about classic boats, events, 
and gatherings worldwide – our expert contributors include Tom 
Cunliffe, Adrian Morgan, and Nigel Sharp. Meeting readers at classic 
boat regattas from Cannes to Cape Cod helps us to understand their 
interests and spending power. While our commitment to innovation 
– in print and online – has delivered robust newsstand and 
subscription sales and increased digital engagement.

Steffan Meyric-Hughes
Editor

Steffan
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OUR REACH
• 12 UK editions
• 50,000 Print Readership
• 95,000 Digital Reach
• 9,000 Email Subscribers

OUR AUDIENCE  
Classic Boat is essential reading for 
thousands of wooden boat enthusiasts 
worldwide. Readers’ interests include 
working on restoration projects and 
sailing classic boats, either for pleasure 
or competitively in classic regattas. 
Whilst many readers own a wooden boat, 
others simply admire traditional marine 
craftmanship, or they have a fascination 
for the history of yachting and the 
evolution of yacht design.

DISTRIBUTION
•	Strategically promoted at key newsstands 

including WHSmith High Street, WHSmith 
Travel in the UK, and Barnes & Noble and 
Books-A-Million in the US

•	Leading independent newsagents in the 
UK and overseas

•	High-profile media partnerships with 
internationally renowned sailing clubs, 
associations, regattas, shows and more



 
 

CLASSIC BOAT AWARDS

Rupert Holmes looks back at a classic edition of Cowes Week 

Cowes Week 2021

ABOVE
Peter Morton's 
The Jean Genie, 
to leeward, won 
the Britannia Cup, 
racing in IRC Zero

BELOW
Light winds and 
sunny conditions 
gave way to a blow 
on Friday that forced 
a cancellation of the 
last day of racing

A
fter the cancellation of 
last year’s regatta – the 
first peace time 
cancellation since its 
inception in 1826 – in 
some ways this year 

felt like the start of a new era. This 
was underscored by the almost total 
absence of the corporate entries that 
were a defining element for two 
decades of lavish mass corporate 
entertainment. Equally, with the 
requirement for overseas visitors to 
the UK to quarantine for 10 days still 
in place, all but a handful of the usual 
100-plus European entries were 
missing.

In a sense it felt more like the 
regatta of old – one for more 
committed sailors to enjoy testing 
racing on a variety of courses, and 
enjoy social time with friends old 
and new. Black Group overall winner 
Jo Richards, told me: “This year after 

racing it felt more like Cowes Weeks 
of old and more geared to the needs 
of sailors.” Equally, a common refrain 
was “After the last 18 months it’s such 
a relief to be able to do this again.”

Despite the missing corporate and 
overseas entries, Cowes Week 
remains a big event. This year saw 
some 40 races per day for more than 
30 classes, ranging from old 
favourites such as XODs and Darings 
to the latest designs, including the 
Cape 31. 

The influence of Regatta Director 
Laurence Mead, running the event 
for the third time, could be seen in a 
number of ways. A greater 
proportion of classes, including the 
larger Black Group yachts, started on 
the RYS line, and at only 5 minute 
intervals, which speeded up the start 
sequences. At the same time there 
were still committee boat starts, 
especially for Black Group boats, as 

well as the option for classes to have 
multiple races per day on windward-
leeward courses.

On shore for the first time ever the 
week kicked off with a competitors 
only opening party, sponsored by 
Cuvée 450 and hosted by Olympic 
Star class silver medallist turned DJ 
Mark Covell. Equally, a new format 
daily prize giving took place at the 
Regatta Village, instead of hidden 
away at the back of a yacht club bar.

In terms of race management, the 
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TOP RIGHT
Astralita won 

the XOD class 

ABOVE RIGHT
The Daring, 
Dauntless, won the 
regatta overall for a 
record fourth time

INSET
IRC2 rivals Jooped, 
Leon and Yes!

LEFT
Michael Blair's King 

40 Cobra won the 
Queen's Cup

competitors’ app was markedly 
improved this year. This helped 
remove a long standing problem of a 
significant portion of competitors 
failing to look for amendments to the 
sailing instructions, thus making it 
difficult for race officials to adapt 
plans to challenging weather unless 
absolutely necessary. 

On the water competition was as 
tough as ever, with world-class 
sailors at the front of many classes 
and even seasoned veterans still 
relishing every race win. In this 
respect winning a Cowes Week race 
is still an achievement that even the 
best prepared teams and old hands 
regard as a highlight of their season. 

The opening day saw testing 
conditions with an unstable westerly 
breeze averaging 10-15 knots, but 
with gusts well above 20. This was 
followed by a westerly breeze of 6-8 
knots increasing 14-18 knots, with 

long sunny spells on day two, then a 
shifty east and south-easterly breeze 
on day three that saw new boats 
coming to the fore in many fleets.

A couple of difficult days with late 
sea breezes saw long postponements 
until lunchtime followed, before a 
day of tight and energetic racing in 
brisk southerly winds ahead of a 
weather front. Sadly, winds gusting 
well over 30 knots forced racing to be 
called off on the final day.

Dragon class
I doubt anyone alive can remember a 
Cowes Week without the Dragon 
class. After more than 80 years this 
remains one of the most competitive 
keelboat classes in Europe, attracting 

big names including Lawrie Smith. 
This year the Dragon Bluebottle, 

owned by the Duke of Edinburgh for 
more than 70 years, was racing for 
the first time in six decades, 
following an 18 month refit by Cowes 
boatbuilder David Heritage. She was 
raced for the event by long-standing 
class supremos, Graham and Julia 
Bailey, with Heritage also on board. 
Up against modern fibreglass boats, 
they won the first three races, before 
picking up a fourth and two seconds 
to win the class overall with a day to 
spare.

By contrast, the Mark Mills 
designed Cape 31 saw five different 
race winners in the first five races 
and all but one boat notched up at 
least one podium result. A win in the 
final race for Russell Peters’ Squirt 
saw him take the overall class win 
three points ahead of Lance Adams’ 
Katabatic. A dozen and a half of 
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PROMOTIONS

NEWSLETTER

View online

The November issue of Classic Boat magazine, on sale now, features one of the
most ambitious boat-building projects we’ve reported on in some time. It was back
in 1902 that the Dublin Bay Sailing Club commissioned Alfred Mylne to design what
became the Dublin Bay 21s. Just seven were built and while the intervening century
has hardly been kind, today the full fleet of seven is being rebuilt, a project driven

by passion, generosity and much traditional craft. We joined the first three boats for
a sail. Mylne would surely have marvelled at the sight – we certainly did. Meanwhile
our November issue reports on the Kim Holman one-off Stiletto, forgotten 6-Metre
history, the latest classic regattas and a whole heap of other fascinating classic boat-

related stuff that we’re sure you’ll enjoy!

Read more

Inside the new issue

British-American Cup: 100 years on
from the 6-Metre era
Stiletto: a Holman rocketship, now
revived
Award-winning restoration: we drive
Makaira on the Thames
New small timber craft: latest builds
from around the world

Buy the new issue

Editor's Picks

Saint-Tropez spectacular

Best pictures from 40th anniversary of the
Nioulargue

Read more

From sleeping rough to
modelling

How one teenager turned her life around
with Tall Ships Youth Trust

Read more

Cross-Channel blast for classics

A one-off event over a fortnight in July
2022

Read more

Classic Yachts

We’ve put together this one-off
publication featuring the most incredible

classic boat restoration stories

Read more

Classic services directory

As you plan off-season maintenance, find
what you need here

Read more

Yachting Year 2022

Pre-order our annual must-read
publication for all sailors.

Read more

Best sailing films

Enjoy a classic movie night with our
selection of the best nautical films

Read more

@ClassicBoatMag @classicboatmagazine @ClassicBoatMag
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FOR SALE: GORGEOUS CLASSICS
NAUTICAL GIFTS: FOR YOU AND YOUR BOAT
PERFECT 8-METRE: TIMBER MEETS TECHNOLOGY
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CHARTER
WIN! Your choice of exotic Dream Yacht Charter holidays

Guide 2022

IN ASSOCIATION WITHsailingtoday.co.uk  
for all your latest charter news

HOLIDAYS  
AFLOAT  
Get back  
into the sun

Expert advice
Best places, on and  
off the beaten track

50
DESTINATIONS
FOR A DREAM 
YACHT CHARTER

Now chartering  
is safer than ever 

YACHTING
YEAR 2022

FIND YOUR YACHT 
27 dream boats

ESSENTIAL FOR ALL SAILORS
Great boats, best gear, expert advice

GO BLUEWATER!
“How we did it”

MED CHARTER
Perfect holiday       

KIT SPECIAL
Stu�  for sailing

T H E    U L T I M A T E    S A I L I N G    S O U V E N I R

£7.99

SAILOR’S ANNUAL   132 PAGE

2021 
review
An epic year

afl oat

Our 2022 
crystal ball
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SOLUTIONS

ANNUAL CLASSIC YACHTS 
PUBLICATION

ANNUAL YACHTING YEAR 
PUBLICATION

CREATIVE 
PARTNERSHIPS
We are delighted to work with key partners 
within the industry to create high-quality 
content that brings a product or service to 
life in a way that truly resonates with our 
readership. Please contact us directly to 
discuss bespoke creative solutions.

Awards2023Promoting your brand through our omni-
channel offering – across print, digital 
and social – offers a truly effective and 
integrated approach.

• UK/International edition (print & digital)

• Supplements

• Glossy annual Classic Yachts publication

• Glossy annual Yachting Year publication

• Digital monthly newsletters

• Classic Boat Awards



Published by THE CHELSEA MAGAZINE COMPANYWWW.CLASSICBOAT.CO.UK

Double page spread	 £5,671

Outside back cover	 £4,091

Inside front cover	 £3,856

Inside back cover	 £3,506

Full page	 £3,039

Half page	 £1,637

Quarter page	 £963

Double page spread advertorial	 £7,089

Full page advertorial	 £3,799

Inserts (per thousand)	 POA

DISPLAY

Double page spread	 £4,909

Full page	 £2,594

Half page	 £1,347

Quarter page	 £735

Half page	 £1,464

Quarter page	 £796

Eighth page	 £423

Single column centimetre	 £36

BROKERAGE

MARINE DIRECTORY / CLASSIFIED

5x2 (magazine and online)	 £375

5x1 (magazine and online)	 £255

BOATS FOR SALE

ADVERTISING RATE CARD  

All advertisement bookings are subject to Chelsea Magazine Company’s standard terms and conditions. Final copy 
is required on the ad copy deadline. Cancellations must be made in writing at least eight weeks prior to publication. 
All advertisements are subject to VAT at the standard rate. A discount of 10% is available to PPA-approved 
agencies. Production charges for alteration and setting may apply.

DIGITAL

DIGITAL AUDIENCE

Website
We offer an integrated omni-channel 
solution through our website, social 
media, and e-marketing platforms. 
www.classicboat.co.uk 

• 30,800 monthly average unique users

• 64,100 monthly average page views

• 7,000 email subscribers

• 54,500 social media followers

DIGITAL RATES

Website 

Reskin	 £2,500

Online advertorial	 £950

Competition	 £1,000 + prize

Double MPU	 £950
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Billboard	 £750
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Advertisement Manager 
Andrew Mackenzie  +44 (0)20 7349 3718 
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ADVERTISING CONTACTS

Our comprehensive website is a 
deep dive across the industry: News, 
Articles, Practical, Buy a Classic 
Boat, Gallery, Awards, Directory. 
Inspirational and user-friendly, it is 
the definitive website for everyone 
seeking credible advice, reviews and 
information about classic boats, 
events and gatherings worldwide.

Classic Boat provides the perfect vehicle to 
promote high-quality, premium brands,  
products, and services to an affluent and 
discerning audience.

Promoting your brand through our omni-channel 
offering – across print, digital and social – offers  
a truly effective and integrated approach.
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CALENDAR 2023/24CALENDAR 2023/24
FEBRUARY 

2023

BOOKING
21 December

ARTWORK
22 December

ON SALE

14 January

MARCH 
2023

BOOKING
27 January

ARTWORK
30 January

ON SALE

10 February

APRIL 
2023

BOOKING
24 February

ARTWORK
27 February

ON SALE

10 March

MAY 
2023

BOOKING
24 March

ARTWORK
27 MArch

ON SALE

6 April

JUNE 
2023

BOOKING
28 April

ARTWORK
2 May

ON SALE

12 May

AUGUST 
2023

BOOKING
30 June

ARTWORK
3 July

ON SALE

14 July

JULY 
2023

BOOKING
26 May

ARTWORK
30 May

ON SALE

9 June

SEPTEMBER 
2023

BOOKING
28 July

ARTWORK
31 July

ON SALE

11 August

OCTOBER 
2023

BOOKING
25 August

ARTWORK
29 August

ON SALE

8 September

NOVEMBER 
2023

BOOKING
29 September

ARTWORK
2 October

ON SALE

13 October

DECEMBER 
2023

BOOKING
27 October

ARTWORK
30 October

ON SALE

10 November

JANUARY 
2024

BOOKING
24 November

ARTWORK
27 November

ON SALE

8 December


